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Teachers’ Agency and its Relationship
with their Professional Learning
in Oman Public Schools

Dr. Khalsa S. Al-Harthi
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Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

This study aims to explore the relationship between teacher agency and
teacher professional learning in Oman public schools. The study adopted the
quantitative approach using structural equation modeling to analyze data
collected from 574 teachers. The study found that the dimensions of teacher
agency (learning effectiveness, teaching effectiveness, optimism, and constructive
engagement) were manifested in the sample schools to the degree “very high”,
with “optimism” being the most manifested dimension. Results also showed a
very high level of teachers’ practice of informal professional learning activities
with “experimentation” being the most practiced dimension. Moreover, the study
revealed a positive effect of teachers’ agency on their professional learning, with
the dimension of "constructive engagement” being the most influential, and the
dimension of "optimism" had no effect. The study concluded with some
recommendations as focusing the educational system on sustaining and stimulat-
ing teachers’ agency and directing them to participate effectively in the develop-
ment of education in Oman.

Keywords: Teacher agency, Professional learning, Structural equation model-
ing, Oman.
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