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Research Gaps Published in Refereed Scientific
Journals in Emerging Saudi Universities
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Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to identify trends in science education
research and the identified research gaps published in refereed journals from
emerging Saudi Universities. Methodology: The study adopted a descriptive
approach based on a content analysis. The study population consisted of all
scientific journals published in emerging Saudi universities, resulting in a total
of 11 journals with 1703 published studies in educational research and 67 studies
in science education field. Results: The study revealed that percentage of

science education research accounted for only 3.93% of all educational research
published, with the most common scientific fields being the components of
knowledge content; other science education disciplines (e.g. Biology) did not
receive sufficient attention. This study also revealed that the studies most often
used quantitative methods, with evaluation being the most prolifically used. Most
of the studies focused on the intermediate stage and the category of teachers,
and tests were one of the most used tools. Conclusion: This study revealed
research gaps in three of the six main fields: science education programs, science
education teacher, and learner achievement.
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