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Solving Mathemamatical Word Problems Diffi-
culties Encounterd by Elementary School Stu-
dents in Amman as Perceived by Teachers

Dr. Mohammad A. Hamzeh
Faculty of Educational Sciences, Isra’a University
HK.J

Abstract

This study aims to explore the difficulties in solving mathematical word
problems encountered by elementary school students in Amman as perceived by
their teachers. A sample (n=88) was randomly selected (50 females and 38
males) from (20) elementary public schools. A 27-items questionnaire, divided
into four domains, was applied. Results showed difficulties faced by students in
solving mathematical word problems in all domains (Understanding the problem,
Solving Planning, Implementation, Checking the answer). Results also showed
that there is no statistically significant difference (¢ < 0.05) between mathe-
matics teachers’ perspectives as of the difficulties facing students in solving such
problems due to gender. Recommendations for utilizing the difficulties list from
this study, in dealing with such problems, are cited.

Keywords: Difficulties, Mathematical Word Problems, Elementary Stu-
dents, Mathematics teachers.
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