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The Nature of the Educational Policy in Secondary
School in “Singapore”, “Finland”
(Document Analysis)

Noora W. Bourisly Wedad A. Al-Ghareeb
Moe - State of Kuwait

Dr. Farah A. Al-Mutawa Dr. Gazi E. Al-Rasheedi
College of Education - Kuwait University
State of Kuwait

Abstract

This study aims to identify the main features of educational policy in
secondary school in: "Singapore" and "Finland" through the analysis of the
available official documents for secondary education policy: (14) documents are
used for "Singapore" and (6) documents for "Finland", for a total of (20) official
documents. Results indicate: The existence of the technical (vocational) track as
an option available to high school students along with the academic track in
response to the requirements of the new era, and the needs of the labor market;
as well as the flexibility in the transition between the different tracks. The
student in the academic track studies all scientific and literary subjects,
considering his/her tendencies and overall growth. Also, attention is drawn to the
values when building the curricula.

O8Iy CH o] @



YOO pootd — JoNT g3l = VYA akadl Gt ol il 0J 0l o lanil

&> |

Gl als U o JelSEl (Y0VT) cagd gt Ily )y ubestl - )
ilulya 1§90 @ilaidt 2. Liliady cilwlya . guudl (oHle 2 daaladly
C)Lﬂ\ Z\_CS.A :c;uds_” B yuolall dga QLM::.EY‘ 2

alt Jol) mulad 2 3,005 1agaglad . (Y010) dema o alye (Juaadl - Y
DIl gy tds bYWl agetlal ye @lail Jlae 2 1Y
0950 aslall A yall

by ot Aola¥l @@l el 2 @lall Hen (Y008) sesi agay — ¥
Al G dgag e 838 @pfy Gl e Lol Al L
Raalondl a2l S (] Jpuol @udd 5300 b e e Al
838 Ay

el yiealS Agll Bl (Y)) il ulislly cdyss s — ¢
Ala¥) pslall 2 Goaldl Alss Jeadl 2 0Ll e Julall
S(00Y —oYT) (Y)Y alyadl ald g zhirs ‘:g_x.mt:o, daals dielaia iy

g .(1989) dlic piacieg dems lal iy deme @lage - 0
ot Bl 5l rpled colandaidly Jon g welsall palall Comd!

urally dlloge Ggnilly mllo dlllaally cals ‘g_hcul\j T ‘g_\.c -1
AN le @S (YIT) (SIS (slilly Apales Ry dadd
oSO A gn LYY Bt CugST| Algn 2 Auglill Al yold Awla¥

Leilataiad 1 adall Comd! @ik (YY) duy50 ‘&;AL@ s 3l =V
st CaSI) s 15l L Yds L Lghle g

8 - Abazaoglu, I. & Aztekin, S. (2016). The Role of Teacher Morale and

Motivation on Student’s Science and Math Achievement: Findings from

Singapore, Japan, Finland and Turkey. Universal Journal of Educational
Research, 4(11), 2606-2617.

@ I I hmot]




YA ety = Jg¥1 et — VY4 sall gl s gl ol gl i gy Lol

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Chakroun, B. (2008). What can we learn from policy learning. In:
Yearbook 2008. Policy Learning in Action. Turin, European Training
Foundation, 11-18.

EP-Nuffic (2016). Education System Singapore: The Singaporean Edu-
cation System Described and Compared with the Dutch System. Hol-
land.

European Commission (EURYDICE) (2017). Teaching and Learning in
General Upper Secondary Education. Retrieved from https://webgate.e-
c.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/eurydice/index.php/Finland:Teaching_and_Le-

arning_in_General Upper_Secondary Education

Finnish National Board of Education (2010 a). Education in Finland:
Finnish Education in A Nutshell. Finland.

Finnish National Board of Education (2003). National Core Curriculum

for General Upper Secondary School. Finland.

Finnish National Board of Education (2010 b). Vocational Education
and Training in Finland. Finland: Ministry of Education & Culture.

Harju, V. & Niemi, H. (2016). Newly Qualified Teacher’s Needs of
Support for Professional Competences in Four European Countries
Finland, The United Kingdom, Portugal, And Belgium. CEPS Journal;
6(3), 77-100.

Isaacs, T., Creese, B., & Gonzalez, A. (n.d). Aligned Instructional
Systems: Singapore. Institute of Education University of London (IOE).
London.

Kam, H. & Gopinathan, S. (1999). Recent Developments in Education
in Singapore. Published by Swets & Zeitlinger. 10(1), 99-117.

Lee, D., Hong, H., Tay, W., & On-Lee, W. (2013). Professional
Learning Communities in Singapore Schools. Journal of Co-Operative
Studies, 46(2), 53-56.

Lessani, A., Md Yunus, A., Tarmiz, R., & Mahmud, R. (2014). Why
Singaporean 8th Grade Students Gain Highest Mathematics Ranking in
TIMSS (1999-2011). Intertantional Education Studies, 7(11), 173-181.

Levin, B. (2000, April). Conceptualizing the Process of Education

8Ny EHLE ddonad <>



YA ety = Jg¥1 et — VY4 sall gl s gl ol gl i gy Lol

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Reform from an International Perspective. Paper Presented to The
American Educational Research Association, New Orleans.

Machin, S. and McNally, S. (2008). Aims for primary Education:
changing National context. The primary review.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2006). Design & Technology Syllabus:
Lower Secondary Special/Express/Normal (Academic). Singapore: Cur-
riculum Planning & Development Divison.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2008). Education in Singapore. Singa-
pore.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2015 a). Education Statistics Digest
2015. Singapore.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2015 b). Express Course Curriculum.
Singapore. Retrieved from https://www.moe.gov.sg/education/second-

ary/express-course-curriculum

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2014). Food and Consumer Education
Syllabus: Lower Secondary. Singapore: Curriculum Planning & Devel-

opment Divison.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2016a). Geography Syllabus: Lower
Secondary Express Course, Normal (Academic) Course. Singapore:
Curriculum Planning & Development Divison.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2016b). History Syllabus: Lower Second-
ary Express Course, Normal (Academic) Course. Singapore: Curriculum
Planning & Development Divison.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2013). Literature in English Teaching
Syllabus 2013: Lower and Upper Secondary. Singapore: Curriculum
Planning & Development Divison.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2016 c). Music Teaching & Learning
Syllabus: Primary & Lower Secondary. Singapore: Curriculum Planning
& Development Divison.

Ministry of Education [MOE] (2016 d). Normal Course Curriculum.
Singapore. Retrieved from https://www.moe.gov.sg/education/second-

ary/normal-course-curriculum

<> 8Ny EHE ddonad)



YA ety = Jg¥1 et — VY4 sall gl s gl ol gl i gy Lol

32 - Ministry of Education [MOE] (2016 ¢). Secondary School Education.
Singapore.

33 - Ministry of Education [MOE] (2016 f). Social Studies Syllabus: Upper
Secondary Express Course Normal (Academic) Course. Singapore:
Curriculum Planning & Development Divison.

34 - Ministry of Education [MOE] (2012). The Case of Singapore: Rethink-
ing Curriculum for the 21st Century. Singapore.

35 - Niemi, H. & Jakku-Sihvonen, R. (n.d). Teacher Education Curriculum of
Secondary School Teachers. Helsinki, Finland: University of Helsinki.

36 - OECD (2016). PISA 2015 Results in Focus. OECD Publishing.

37 - OECD (2010). Strong Performers and Successful Reformers in Educa-
tion: Lessons from PISA for The United States. OECD Publishing.

38 - Plackle, 1., KK., Jacquet, W., Struyven, K., Libotton, A., Merriénboer,
J., & Engels, N. (2014). Student’s Preferred Characteristics of Learning
Environments in Vocational Secondary Education. International Journal
for Research in Vocational Education and Training, 1(2), 107-124.

39 - Provasnik, S., Kastberg, D., Ferraro, D., Lemanski, N., Roey, S., &
Jenkins, F. (2012). Highlights from TIMSS 2011: Mathematics and
Science Achievement of U.S. Fourth and Eighth-Grade Students in an
International Context. U.S. Department of Education: National Center

for Education Statistics.

40 - Provasnik, S., Malley, L., Stephens, M., Landeros, K., Perkins, R., &
Tang, J. (2016). Highlights from TIMSS And TIMSS Advanced 2015:
Mathematics And Science Achievement Of U.S. Students In Grades 4
And 8 And In Advanced Courses At The End Of High School In An
International Context: National Center For Education Statistics.

41 - Raffe, D. (2011). Policy borrowing or policy learning? How (not) to
improve education systems. Centre for Educational Sociology: The
University of Edinburgh. CES Briefing, No.57.

42 - Ruzzi, B. (2005). Finland Education Report. Finland: National Center
on Education and the Economy (NCEE).

43 - Sahlberg, P. (2011). PISA in Finland: An Education Miracle or an
Obstacle to Change? CEPS Journal; 1(3).

8Ny EHLE ddonad @




YA ety = Jg¥1 et — VY4 sall gl s gl ol gl i gy Lol

44

45

46

47

48

Sahlberg, P. (2007). Secondary Education in OECD Countries Common
Challenges, Differing Solutions. Brazil: Sharing Expertise in Training.
Smith, B., Hurth, J., Pletcher, L., Shaw, E., Whaley, K., Peters, M., &
Dunlap, G. (2014). A Guide to the Implementation Process: Stages,
Steps and Activities. The Early Childhood Technical Assistance Center
(ECTA). North Carolina University.

Tan, C. (2008). Globalisation, the Singapore State and Educational
Reforms: Towards Performativity. Education, Knowledge and Economy.
2(2), 111-120.

Tan, C., Koh, K. & Choy, W. (2016). The Education System in
Singapore. In Juszczyk, S. (ed.), Asian Education Systems, 129-148.
ToruAdam Marszalek Publishing House.

Wong, A., Chong, S., Choy, D., Wong, 1., & Goh, K. (2008). A
Comparison of Perceptions of Knowledge and Skills Held by Primary
and Secondary Teachers: From the Entry to Exit of Their Preservice
Programme. Australian Journal of Teacher Education, 33(3), 76-93.

@ 8Ny EHE ddonad)






