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The Role of Morphological Awareness and
Lexical Inferencing in Vocabulary Learning
and Reading Comperhension for High School
Students in Malaysian Muslim Schools

Dr. Mikail Ibrahim Dr. Hishomudin Ahmad
Dr. Zainal A. Hajib Dr. Yuslina Mohammand
Faculty of Major Languages Studies - University Sains Islam Malaysis
Malaysia
Abstract

Morphological awareness and lexical inferencing play a significant role in
teaching and learning foreign languages in general and Arabic language
particularly. Morphological awareness is the ability of a learner to reflect and
manipulate morphemic structure of words while lexical inferencing is a smart
guessing of unknown words based on the language contexts. Studies suggested
that morphological awareness and lexical inferencing have a strong relationship
with vocabulary learning and consequently on reading comprehension. Hencé this
study attempted to investigate the relationship between morphological awareness
and lexical inferencing on one hand and reading comprehension on the other
hand. Moreover, the study also aims to investigate the role of vocabulary
knowledge between morphological awareness and lexical inferencing on one hand
and reading comprehension on the other hand. 240 Arabic as a second language
learners randomly selected to participate in the study and Structural Equation
Modeling were employed to test the direct and indirect hypothesized relations of
the model. The study found that morphological awareness and lexical inferencing
have direct and indirect relationships with reading comprehension. It is also found
that vocabulary knowledge plays a significant role not only in reading compre-
hension but also in acquiring fundamental language skills.
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