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Problem - Solving Styles and its Relationship to
Identity Formation Among Adolescents
"A Field Study on a Sample of Public High School
Students in Homs City"

Hany M. Abarah
College of Education - Al Baa’th University
Syria

Abstract

The present study aims to investigate the relationship between problem
solving styles and Identity Formation among adolescents in Homs City, as well
as to detect differences between males and females in their grades on the scale of
problem solving styles and the scale of Identity Formation. The sample study
consists of 450 students (222 males, 228 females) in some High School Students
in Homs City. It used the following tools: The scale of problem solving styles:
rational style, Impulsivity style, Avoidance style, and the scale of Identity
Formation. The most important results of the current study are:

- There is a significant relationship between the students’ grades on the scale
of problem solving styles and their grades on the scale of Identity Formation, but
no relationship was found between the students’ grades on the scale of Impulsivity
style and their grades on the state of Identity foreclosure.

- There is a significant difference between the average degrees of males and
the average degrees of females in their grades on the scale of problem solving
styles, and it was for males on the scale of rational problem solving style, and for
females on the scale of Avoidance problem solving style. But no differences were
found between males and females in their grades on the scale of Impulsivity style.

- There is significant differences between the average degrees of males and
the average degrees of females in their grades on The scale of Identity Formation,
and it was for males on the state of Identity achievement, and for females on the
state of Identity Moratorium and Identity foreclosure. No difference between
males and females in their grades on the state of Identity Diffusion.
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