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Factors Behind Students’ Choice of Major in College
of Education in Both Kuwait University and PAAET
and its Alignment to Labor Market Needs

Dr. Zaha’a F. Al-Suwailan Dr. Kolthoum M. Al-Kandari
College of Education - Kuwait University
Kuwait

Abstract

This study explores the factors behind students’ choice of major in College
of Education in both Kuwait University and PAAET and its alignment to Labor
Market needs. A questionnaire was used to measure the main factors behind
students’ choices. It focuses on two types of factors: personal factors, students’
desires and motivations, and social factors, the influence of family, friends and
society. The sample was given to 1,047 students in College of Education in
Kuwait University and 1,097 students in PAAET. The major findings of the study
were the alignment between the outputs of the college of education and the
community is weak, and that large number of students are considering the
following majors: kindergarten, social studies, psychology and biology. The study
also revealed that there was statistically significant difference in favour of Kuwait
University students regarding personal factors, and there was significant differ-
ences in favour of PAAET students regarding social factors. Moreover, there was
statistically significant differences regarding social factors in favour of females.
Therefore, the study suggests the need to raise the level of awareness among
students through certain programs in high school about the importance of society
needs, and direct students through guidance and orientation to different majors.

MUy (alt] dmat! @



YOV peciew — Jg¥1 e jadl ) YE dadl (§miSH a5 ¢ ligenll la i gl a_lanl

&> |

plaall 2 AosSIl Alead] Calsss S (Y00 +) desma coalml — )
ool 1y bl L (Lolase Tulys) casSI W laill (ol

Gelailly onalidl oo Gasladl @laddl Byl (Y000 ) aladl (eIl - Y
g ZA.,\.Q_” L\_J.;.l‘ a.a.A\% ‘@ﬂ‘ ZLJ.\S :\-‘?.ﬂ .6).51‘

a_v)Ua QLAM‘ .(\°\/\°\) . Jasea ﬁt.zzilbj Jases ‘):x_.:;}"j Sy ‘uE_v*)_zﬂ - Y
Olulyy pgleg 05d e Lyl dige Hlon! g An)ull 4NS
AYV=3YyY ‘(Y)\ c s (g9

Gy 4ASe sl 2 Sl oatll (Y004 Aabals cgpalydl - ¢
oI Agn Al Lulea bl yag Eigoey L ot
@J}ﬁ\j ).‘.'Lu_U éjj.&.” )‘J uLn.c. g - B § ‘5\373 | WYk )

Gl liinly Asgacd] Slaslad] ila yiee 335 (Y411 dand coueydl =
satadl L 3B 01 (i, S Al sAscwddy Augayd colualys - Jeadl By
.YVY —Yo) ‘Ul\fd‘ ;}:.J\ A

elatll Gle QIR 35500 Jalgall (VAAY) alllise daws oilapll = V
Y+4-YoVv ‘(22)\\ (A9 ) Al Lg).EJ‘

Sasnall Il @l aslga (—aVEYY) dllase daw iilayll — A
Ausla®dY! LlalSaily Alaladl £sall oo Auidasll Auaidll olaliny
2\.1.\}\...\.“ 5)\)3 EU@A U'Q\?l)'” ?A.J.MBZU 3\...&\#&'&‘2‘3

il LS Tl Bt Sl e o (T0 0 +) s cobamg o158 5aladl — 4

@ Iy Gkl dmal!




YOV peciew — Jg¥1 e jadl ) YE dadl (§miSH a5 ¢ ligenll la i gl a_lanl

—\YO LA _\...\.’-” &\ 9}?11‘ ~3}é. &aﬂ-ﬂmy' :\Mt@.ﬂ :L‘?.A .QLQ.A\J.-J‘ .%
A

@l LY el el il y3ee Fasda Julowi (Y51 ) puia cuiall =) -
-Yo) A(ﬂi)\'i ‘:uﬂ‘ Z\M\} LZ&,}HJCJ‘ 2\.\:.-4‘ L_-?Aﬁ"’"“'” JA.’J‘ B9
YA

?..4-““-\’-” Slanms=id| u)Ua n_"owc. .(Y“ ’O) uG-' ‘..\.‘.:ZQJ)JU u.\.c. ‘&_gj.,\.]ﬁ‘ -\
.\\i—/\a\ Lﬁj:si %3 J.J.’.” L‘:«&i}ﬁ‘ L:\ey'):t."

S Ayl SLLESI (Y01 ) Cadallloge «iagay @wld oleys —)Y
ol (Gdies dmols Ao Gow=lg 3l Oilgiwg Solall Jasll
.&Jm\ .)u\-ij‘ AN

aJ.QJL’ éﬁ:‘i‘ (*,as_” )914_4_'"‘ .(Y'\Y) LG-JJ L‘QL‘uA_”j JLQ.C ‘..X:.A..:u)}& -\Y
ST Sl giaald g gSI daala cala e Byl glia] o pus s

LA 3 g ot galie ) Jiate - (VAAA) slay cadle gl — V¢

Lol 4n,ill @ay I Bl ablgy (Y0 08) (G (gady - VO
AL«Z)?‘ 2\.\:-..& Z\_J.a_xaj Zt.ub.s Qb_:.ajl‘ e s % Doy iy E\_Ml:.
.SJ.L” L.S}.Q_A.u d.\_\i\ a.a.nl:: f&_“g)l'd\ ?4_“1.\5 Lu.u.&.u‘ _SLA.:L)?)‘ }S).A Lgﬁﬂ-&-}J,
e = oV LYY

UL pas Y Jdod ;A Uadl wbid) sLaZ8Y1 L (VAAA) ey oSy — V1

Slagll clislaiBY 5ylaly Agall (Yo 1) Lopall Waill Goais — 1V

GletaieS Augnyt @lawll (Y21 1) s g olyge ollale —VA
SAll s sdesled! AN ALl L oY) dadall L Aalate

MUy (alt] dmat! @




YOV peciew — Jg¥1 e jadl ) YE dadl (§miSH a5 ¢ ligenll la i gl a_lanl

AL (YY) el Joadl 2 Jaadl Bgany el el il e — 14
3y lall 2, aW) Aeaill A pall dalaill
=3[R PSS JONT-A W U D

Bges Al dadl Galatadl (Y20 V) e cala g T9an wuladedd! =T
Lo,V AL B, sylell At Silagdl 301 A8V eadl
edlel!

JL‘LA (Q.LLA uA.AA:-J)LJ:c-‘ r;bj Ll d.n‘}.:_” .(Y"’) u‘..\.n:- L).A.A:! -YY
FSre Aone . papudl aalms osially Gaydl A 2 Auyall Gl
YVYV=YE0 A Al VA daall e daals cAsge ) Gigomd)

230y — dagdazill 3,050 — culeglally dadasull plad — 3g,ull 3503 — VY
YTV Y alall A8Lan Y A gantl (Al ol sl dulie

lea.u ‘q,.d.tﬂ‘ 2wyl Ly N.\:JJ‘)_HJAJ.(Y‘ “/\)«L)L‘_J.\mi ‘éﬁﬁi -Y¢

i gall ol dasls o e eladlly

25 - Book, C. and Freeman, D. (1986). Differences in Entry Characteristics

26

27

28

29

of Elementary and Secondary Teacher Candidates. Journal of Teacher
Education, 37(2), 47-51.

George-Jackson, C. E. (2012). Generation Me: Influences of Students’
Choice of Major. Project STEP-UP. University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.

Holzer, H. (2012). Good Workers for Good Jobs: Improving Education
and Workforce Systems in US. IZA Journal of Labor Policy, 1(5),1-9.

Leppel, K., Williams,M. and Waldauer, C. (2001). The Impact of
Parental Occupation and Socioeconomic Status on Choice of College
Major. Journal of Family and Economics. 22(4), 373-394.

Long, M., Goldhaber, D. and Huntington-Klein, N. (2014). Do
Students’ College Major Choices Respond to Changes in Wages? CEDR
Working Paper. University of Washington, Seattle, WA.

@ 83Ny Galond! lomalf



YOV peciew — Jg¥1 e jadl ) YE dadl (§miSH a5 ¢ ligenll la i gl a_lanl

30 - Malgwi, C.; Howe,M. and Burnaby, P. (2005). Influences on Students’
Choice of College Major. Journal of Education for Business. 80(5), 275-
282.

31 - Singletary, M. (2012). Not all College Majors are Created Equal.
Washington Post, Jan 14.

32 - Walmsley, A.; Wilson,T. and Morgan, C. (2010). Influences on a
College Students’ Major: A Developmental Perspective. Journal for the
Liberal Arts and Sciences, 14(2), 25-46.

1409, Y a1

Byl SEN plis Il a3l luags gy (Y01 ) caalie cuall —YY
www. Alhakeka.com . (gg,ul ol 1da il . @ulaidl joglaid

daals il yoee daclge goa (Y00 A) Lol dasls — dogdazenll gllad - V¢
www.Alaan.com ¥ 300y oI Jeall Ggo clalis e cassd|

MUy (alt] dmat! @



