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The Impact of the Introduction of Three Courses
(Arabic Language, Maths, English Language) into
the Kindergarten Curriculum on the Academic
Achievement of Elementary School Pupils in the
State of Kuwait

Dr. Kawthar M. Habeeb
Faculty of Education - Kuwait University
State of Kuwait

Abstract

This study aims to assess the impact of the introduction of three courses
(Arabic language, mathematics, English language) into the kindergarten curricu-
lum in the State of Kuwait. Specifically, it measures academic achievement of
pupils in the early grades of primary school, giving special attention to differences
in results of male and female pupils. Results are measured using achievement
tests in each of the three researched subjects, which were given to a sample of
160 male and female pupils in first grade in the school year 2013/2014. Of these
160 pupils, 80 had studied the given subjects in kindergarten and 80 had not.
Tests for the two groups were identical.

Findings revealed that:

- Boys who studied the subjects in kindergarten excelled in academic
achievement in grade 1 compared to boys and girls who did not study the subjects
in kindergarten.

- Girls who studied the subjects in kindergarten excelled in the first grade of
primary school compared to girls and boys who did not study the subjects in
kindergarten.

- Gender had no effect on the improvement of academic achievement in
elementary school following the introduction of Arabic, English, and mathematics
to kindergarten curriculum.

Overall results suggest that academic achievement can be improved across
the board by introducing primary school subjects at the kindergarten level.

3N st @




YoVt paaieas — Jg¥1 £pal VY sl Cotem 39S > 0J 0l o lanil

&> |

ool oleles @ludies (Y004) Adle ALy dale (pla sl - )
ileonli Iy Lgallly LdlaaiWlg el ¥l ol lgll dLeal Joo JLabs¥I
el () Ve gpalt Wgatalt Aswe L (Ablodil Al ys) 3,5l
00 = 0 g pall Wgalall auiy A ST dpeandl 1Sl

LCMSEl g pailantl 3,8 A1 Wakall (Y0)Y) wals by le sl - Y
8B gVl 3,09 reagSIl VY saall caalg, Al

Js> Jlab¥l ol aldes @logies (Y0))) slewl dhagd of = ¥
platl) GlowdY Flaid) dasls dlme Aol 2SUL S
AVENY = VET0 (0) YO L(Rolus¥

593 2 3,Sll Ayl Bl 5T L(VA4E) Gugyme Sdex cdesi -t
Us o Jeadls gl S0y 3 alyud) Juanill e Tl
(271) )Y Amela il Al L (L19Y) Aalall) awlu) @lan)
AY1 - A4

oeilaslel JLbYI (ol @leles juass 2oy (Y00 A) =08 Buages] = 0
2 JLab¥l b LUKy 3,80 J3)lee ushaid dpaglad 3o slael 2
(0) Y (ZOLuoY! aslall) Gl zledl Asola dl>s .3,
ATAL = V0T ondacads bl

Sty uwaid) slas¥l (Y1) demoe spesll sue @iy s = 1
cipadl SN Hls 15 ,alall  SPSS greliy alisiuls cilaydal

e la¥l Jalall &lud 3l 2 Ayl Hen (YY) Ghiyd degls -V
A0 = WV (1) Sl bl Zasls ailouiy Awlys e

e JLab¥l ol 81 L(V43A) demae uldl 3yl st - A
Usyor Jo¥) Caall Zdgdad dwly’ Jalll whad) Juasdll

@ SN dnad)




YoVt paaieas — Jg¥1 £pal VY sl Cotem 39S > 0J 0l o lanil

Loyl A Bhgdie i olyg€s Ul Lslagdd) Adsay ulu¥)
colagad! Adladl Ly sl daals ASLAY) cilal i

Dlaigolipdl (Bdo) (gaapdl SAN Holad (Y0 oY) i) (5B un>
~osdly il and !

Sle @B aglad maliy 51 (YV) dame Giddl due by (gl
Sl LIy e1,a) whylgs las] 20 ASLI) &b pall &y 0all
it oy Amgybalon¥l 2 LELE ol Awlldl dls
oY Ll sl yuld B yad) olee dasls 3y gdie

dase of JLabYl (oly s e GtV 5T (Y018) sl (ologo
Lood! Fala¥1 Al 1) il o LSSy 3e1,800 islee dnais 2
B Ll dasls das . 03,)¥1 20 Al s ol dyue 2
AVA = VAN Gl redads () YA L (Aolud ¥l pglatl)

Woalall 2 3e),al slaiw¥l Chylge (Y F) aexl 3 alb ol=bll
LSl Gl rolee LA Belpat! Oifylga 18,

o9 Al zyiae G meliyn (Y0)0) Juds 3o Ll s
Ol ydige sgon 2 dagmdl yulaas JLbY by Lilcasdl yg3 cilalas
dgyd Olulyy Ume NAEYC JLbY) i 3oyl deagall dayl
YN = VA0 L gden o(VA) (@5 A, T AulS Alone g
JLbIL (oly 51.(1838) dema yale (M silg faen sgama (golme
Ayl Appall At A8l Aol 2 el Juandl Ll
VEE = VYV (gl aslally AalElg 3o )il A pall Aalaill (V))E

Syl B)lhs reasSI L Jo¥) st s JLab ¥ (ol

2 ALY (8 Lo @eaid) . (143)) zal 1 Jgud o pall Byl (oS
coobdl all A yalt ) Jgo

sye 2 pslatl Zelal) Jds (Y01 1) oyaly all we slas (@il

I e

@



YoVt paaieas — Jg¥1 £pal VY sl Cotem 39S > 0J 0l o lanil

@l Gle JUbY (ol 3y 51 (Y00 0) guas 30055 sl iezmle — VY
Bygdia yi yfwenbe Ula) . alu¥l Jo¥I Caall 2 g yall dal)
oY) (el daals

ALY b ol (@ waey Gle wue eIl due (edilgll = VA
S LSy 321,801 hles Aeid 2 JLALYI (oliy AUs e Gyl
Auyall Wgatall Alme oYl 2 Lo Al As 1 el
Y= A gl Wgaladl anay 3 S dandl i gSI((0V)VY

2 JLYI (ol BtV 5T (Y00 7) quld Sle usm 53e glagll - V4
st le Wiy claion dawladl Bkl o yall S ol yud das
celaiio Aaala Ayl A0S 3)0die yut

20 - Belfield, C. & Schevartz, H. (2007). The cost of High - quality Pre-

School Education in New Jersy. http;//www.search. Ebhost.com/ logi-
n.aspx? direct = true&db= ERIC&AN.

21 - Berlinski, S., Galiani, S. & Gertler. P. (2006). The Effect of pre-Primary
Education on Primary School Performance. Journal of Public Econom-
ics, 38, Feb., 201-234.

22 - Blachman, A. (2000). Phonological Awareness. In:l. Kamil; B. Mo-
senthal; D., Pearson & R.Barr (Eds) Handbook of Reading. Vo.3,
Mahwah: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

23 - Frey, N. & Fisher, D. (2010). Reading and the Brain: What Early
Childhood Educators Need to Know. Early Childhood Education
Journal, 38(2), 103-110.

24 - Haghighat, T. & Bahauddin, A. (2011). "The Effect of Kindergarten on
Academic Achievement” current Research. Journal of Social Sciences,
3(4), 326-331.

25 - KurdeK, L. & Sinclair, R. (2001). "Predicting Reading and mathematics
Achievement on fourth - Grade Children from Kindergarten Readiness
Scores". Journal of Educational Psychology, 93(3), 451-455.

26 - Migliore, Donna E. (2006). Safe, Healthy and Ready to succeed,

@ SN dnad)




YoVt paaieas — Jg¥1 £pal VY sl Cotem 39S > 0J 0l o lanil

27

28

29

30

31

Arizona School Readiness Key Performance Indicators, State School
Readiness Board Governor’s Office for Children. Youth and Families.

Milligan,C. (2012). "Full-Day Kindergarten Effects on Later Academic
Success", vol. 2. SAGE Open January.

Morris, D. & Bloodgood, J. (2003)."Kindergarten Predictors of First -
and second-grade Reading. Achievement. The Elementary School Jour-
nal, 104(2), 93-109.

Olmsted, Patricia P. (2000). Early Childhood Education throughout the
World. In: B. Moon, S. Brown and M. Bn- Peretz (eds.), Routledge
International Companion to Education. (pp. 575-601) NY, New York:
Routledge.

Schatschneider, C., Fletcher, J., Francis, D., Carlson, C., Foorman, B.
(2004). Kindergarten prediction of Reading Skills: A Longitudinal
Comparative Analysis. Journal of Educational Psychology, 96 (2), 265-
282.

Taiwo A. & Tyolo, J. (2000). The effect of pre-school education on
academic performance in primary school: a case study of grade one

pupils in Botswana. International Journal of Educational Development.
22 (2), March, 169-180.

3N st @



