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Idealism and Relativism and its Relation to Some
Personal Variables for Principals in the State
of Kuwait: An Empirical Study
of Professional Ethics

Dr. Ahmed S. Al-Enzi Dr. Salem S. Alhajri
Dept. Educational Management & Planning College of Education
Kuwait Unieversity

Abstract:

The purpose of this study is to explore the ethical orientations of Kuwait’s
school principals. To achieve this purpose data are collected during the school
year of 2012/2013. Researchers used a questionnaire to examine ethical orienta-
tions of the principals. The sample consisted of 250 public school principals. The
analysis of the data revealed the following findings: first, principals in Kuwait
tend to be idealistic more than relativistic. Second, the vast majority of the
principals are situationists (more than 89%), almost 1% of the sample are
absolutists, only two principals are subjectivist, and none is exceptionists. Third,
female principals incline to be idealistic more than male principals. Fourth,
principals who have a bachelor’s degree tend to be idealistic more than principals
with a Master’s degree. Fifth, there were significant differences in the degree of
the idealistic ethical orientation according to experience, school stages, and
school districts. Finally, managerial implications are provided and recommenda-
tions are given.
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