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Analyzing the Science Textbooks in the Light of
Standard Environmental Concepts for Middle
Elementary Students in Jordan

Dr. Kawther A. Harahsheh
Dept. Curricula & Instruction - Faculty of Educational Sciences
Al-Elbeit University - H.K.J

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify the extent of the inclusion of
standard environmental concepts for middle basic stage science textbooks in
Jordan through content analysis of the science textbooks for the fifth, sixth, and
seventh grades. The study sample included all the original community of science
textbooks in the middle basic stage textbooks (fifth, sixth and the seventh
grades). To achieve the goal of the study, a checklist including a list of proposed
concepts in the science textbooks in the middle basic grades was developed. The
analysis involved two units, including the word and the idea.

Findings show the following:

- The total environmental concepts contained in the science textbooks was70
concepts with 626 frequencies.

- There are differences between the total frequencies of environmental
concepts in science textbooks and study sample in favor of the fifth grade science
textbook.

- The second area (environmental resources) ranked first with 218 frequen-
cies while the environmental ethics ranked last with zero frequencies.

These results suggest that there is an appropriate proportion of the concepts
contained in the environmental science textbooks for the fifth and sixth grades
and unsuitable proportion of environmental concepts in the science textbook for
the seventh grade. These results are consistent with those reported in many
previous studies relevant to the subject though there were differences related to
some details of the findings of some studies.
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