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Necessary Competencies for Sign Language
Interpreters From the Point of View of the Deaf
and Translators in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Tareq S. Al-Rayes Abdul Hadi A. Al-Omary
College of Education, College of Educattion,
King Saud University Prince Salman Univesity

K.S.A K.S.A
Abstract

This study aims to identify the competencies necessary for sign language
interpreters that should be taken into account when registering, training,
classifying and employing them from the point of view of deaf individuals and
translators in Saudi Arabia. Data were obtained from (531) deaf persons and
interpreters, of whom (398) are male and female deaf who are registered in the
clubs and cultural centers in Riyadh, Jeddah and Dammam, in addition to (133)
male and female interpreters who are registered in the Saudi Committee for the
Experts and Sign Language Interpreters in Saudi Arabia. The results revealed
that personal competences are the most important skills for sign language
interpreters in Saudi Arabia. There were statistically significant differences at
the level of (0.01), for male and female deaf responses in (personal and
professional competences) favoring female deaf, and in cognitive skills favoring
male deaf. There were also significant differences at the level of (0.05) in the
responses of the deaf who have deafness in their families and deaf who have no
deafness in their families, in (professional competences) favoring deaf who have
deafness in their families. And at the level (0.01) in (personal competences)
favoring the deaf who have deafness in their families.
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