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The Availability of a Stimulating Workplace
for Novice Arabic Teachers and its Impact on
their Vocational Development

Dr. Hind A. Al-Meian
College of Education
Kuwait University

Abstract

The purpose of the study is to explore whether workplace provides working
conditions that support beginning teachers’ professional development, and to
determine areas of beginning teachers’ professional development as a result of the
supportive conditions of school context.

The sample of the study consists of (158) beginning teachers in Kuwaiti
schools: (45) male teachers and (113) female teachers.

Findings show that supportive workplace conditions for beginning teachers
do highly exist in Kuwaiti schools in terms of administration support, trust among
teachers and shared vision. However, professional and departmental activities
exist in lower percentage.

The study also revealed that professional development for beginning teacher
takes place in high percentage, especially in lesson planning and teaching skills.

The results also show that there are no significant differences of the
existence of supportive workplace conditions according to gender and grade level.
However, there are significant differences in areas of beginning teachers’
professional development in respect to grade level. Some recommendations are
introduced in light of the result of the study, such as developing programs to
improve teachers’ working conditions in schools in order to support beginning
teachers’ professional development.
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