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Obstacles of Teaching Arabic Dictionaries
in the Second Cycle of Basic Education
in the Sultanate of Oman from the Arabic
Supervisors’ Perceptions

Dr. Abdullah M. Al-Hashemi Dr. Sulaiman S. Al-Ghattami
Colleg of Education - Qabus University
Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

The present study aims at investigating the Arabic supervisors’ perceptions
about the obstacles of teaching Arabic dictionaries in the second cycle of basic
education. A questionnaire was administered to 132 supervisors from all educa-
tional directorates in the Sultanate. The questionnaire included 37 obstacles
classified into three categories: students, school environment and characteristics
of Arabic lexicons. The results indicated that obstacles related to school
environment and students were given high ratings. It appeared that the recognised
obstacles of teaching dictionaries were: not providing enough copies of Arabic
dictionaries for training students on using these dictionaries, the shortage of time
allocated to teach the dictionary skills, depending on textbooks in teaching
dictionaries, and the shortage of class and non-class activities for practicing
dictionary skills. The results also showed that there are statistically significant
differences among the supervisors’ responses due to the level of experience,
Finally, the study presents some suggestions regarding improving the teaching of
Arabic dictionaries and for conducting further research.
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