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Human Nature Through Idealism and Realism
Between the Scope of Islamic Education:
A Comparative Analytic Study

Dr. Taha Bin T. Shouman Dr. Saleh Bin Y. AL-Zahrani
College of Education - King Abdul-Aziz University
K.S.A

ABSTRACT

This study aims at exploring human nature in the scope of the two
distinguished historical schools: IDEALISM and REALISM through comparing
the two schools and ISLAMIC EDUCATION. The researchers used comparative
methodology with its four disciplines: description, explanation, analysis and
comparison, and results.

Findings indicate that:

1 - ISLAMIC EDUCATION is more inclusive in its principle than the other
two schools as it adds spiritual concept neglected by the two schools.

2 - IDEALISM concentrated on spirit regardless of the body that was
neglected and ridiculed, while REALISM made the opposite. ISLAMIC
EDUCATION on the other side concentrated on all human nature sides
including body, spirit and mind.

3 - IDEALISM claims that human spirit is multiple spirits into one, while
REALISM and ISLAMIC EDUCATION believe that it is only one
spirit.

4 - IDEALISM narrows human chance of evaluation and developing and
believes that everyone has only one place and he has no chance to proceed
or evaluate himself, while ISLAMIC EDUCATION believes in human
progress and evaluation and stresses the idea that education is not only for
certain people, but it is available for all.

Then, the researchers get to those recommendations:

1 - School, with all its aspects must satisfy all human nature needs: mind,
soul, body and spirit in a parallel way.
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2 - Teachers must provide exercises and information required to make body
and soul participate in educational process.

3 - Parents should not connect ISLAMIC EDUCATION concept with the
Mosque or Quran Recitation only, but the child must be brought up to
satisfy all other talents in his body and spirit like playing, healthy feeding,
and fun.
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