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Evaluation of the Fiueld Training Program in the
College of Education at Bahrain University from
the Perspectives of Student Teachers

Dr. Nooman S. Almousawi
Dept. Pcyclohy, College of Liberal Arts
Bahrain University

Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the Field Training Program in the College of
Education at Bahrain University by examining their influence on the prior beliefs
of prospective teachers about teaching and learning.

Based on Dilemmas of Teaching and Learning, a 24-item questionnaire to
examine the beliefs of 120 student teachers before and after entering teaching
practice was constructed by the author. The questionnaire was based on 12
Dilemmas of Teaching and Lrarning covering the following aspects: Knowledge
and Curriculum; The Teacher’s Role and The Teacher-Student Telationship. In
addition to that, semi-structured interviews were conducted with (40) student
teachers before and after the completion of teaching practive. The purpose of the
interviews was to explore the beliefs and dispositions of pre-service teachers about
several aspects of teaching and learning processes, and to unveil the influence of
the Teacher Education Programs on these beliefs. Results of this study indicate
that student teachers embrace mixed orientations that combine the Traditional
(conservative) and teaching practice did nor result in significant changes in
student teachers’ beliefs about teaching and learning. However, a little positive
shift was observed in the pre-service trachers’ prior beliefs about the concept of
teaching in the they begun to perceive teaching as knowledge constuction rather
than knowledge transmission. Suggestions and recommendations to improge the
Student Teaching Programs adopted at the College of Education, and to increase
their influence on student teachers’ traditional views of teaching and learning are
forwarded.
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