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The Attitudes of Kuwait University Students
Toward the "Bidun": A Sociological Reading in
the Dimensions of this Issue and its Implications

Dr. Sa’ad R. AL-Shurai

College of Education - Kuwait University

Dr. Ali A.Watfaa

College of Education - Kuwait University

Abstract

This study adresses the attitudes of Kuwait University students towards the
issue of the Bidun (stateless people living in Kuwait) and their problematic
situation related to naturalization, human rights and citizenship. The study was
conducted during the first semester of the academic year 2009-2010 on a sample
of 499 students of both sexes, and from various colleges at Kuwait University. A
validated questionnaire was adopted by the researchers to explore the university
students’ attitudes towards the Bidun. The finidings of the study reveals that:

- Almost 54.6% of the studied sample considre the Bidun as a threat to the
national security unless their human and legal statuses are regularized.

- There is a general strong positive attitude of university students towards
the Bidun that reached 66.66%.

- Apercentage of 66.7% of the sample agreed, without hesitation, to grant
the Kuwaiti nationality to the Bidun.

- the study shows significant statistical differences in the students’ attitudes
according to the variable of "bedouins versus urban", bedouin students show more
positive attitudes than urban students towards the Bidun.

- And finally, the study reveals significant statistical differences between the
students according to the "governorate" variable, Aljahrah students show more
positive attitudes towards the Bidun than the students of Kuwait and Farwaniah
Governorates.
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