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The Effect of Cognitive Style
(Field Dependence-FD/ Field Independence-FI)
on Problem Solving and School Achievement for
High School Students in Saudi Arabia

Dr. Abdullah F. Al-Moziraee
Department of Psychology - Qassim University
K.S.A

Abstract

The aim of the current study was to investigate whether there were
differences between males and females in cognitive style (Field Dependence-FD/
Field Independence-FI), and the effect of cognitive style on problem solving and
student achievement. The findings showed that there were differences between
students in their cognitive styles. The field independence students performed
higher on abstract conceptualization and reflective observation. However, there
were no differences between the two groups (FD/FI) on concrete experience and
active experimentation. In addition, the findings showed that males perform
higher than females on field independent tasks. Finally, there were no significant
differences between FD and FI groups on achievement.
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