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The National and Global Dimensions in Social
Studies’ Curriculum in the Sultanate of Oman

Dr. Taher A. Sallom Dr. Ahmad H. AL-Rabaani
College of Education College of Education
Sultan Qabus University Sultan Qabus University
Sultanate of Oman Sultanate of Oman
Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the extent of national and global
dimensions inclusion in social studies curriculum. The study sample consisted of
all social studies textbooks (grade 3 - 12), thus comprising 21 textbooks and 90
units. The validity check showed high agreement among the referees. Also the
reliability of the questionnaire was checked by means of using KAB for
consistency among the referees. The overall reliability of the check list was.93
and the reliability of the individual parts was.96 for the domains and.91 for the
main topics as well as the subtopics which indicate very high reliability of the
instrument.

The results showed acceptable percentage of including of both dimensions
(52% national and 48% global). the additional remarks centered around the
following points: (1) no balance between the content and the objectives in grads 3,
5, 6, 10, 11 textbooks; (2) the priority order in teaching the two dimensions in
relation with the level of the classes; and (3) only very few global topics were not
dealt with in the curriculum (international laws, health regulation and systems,
educational systems, international social systems).

The study recommended that social studies curriculum developers should
benefit from the results of the study in any future development of the social
studies curriculum.
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