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Predominant Thinking Styles of the Vocational
Education Students in Jordan in the Light of
Sternberg Theory and their Relationship with
Students’ Academic Achievements and their
Attitudes Towards their Specialization

Dr. Yahya H. Nassar
Dept. Educational Psychology, College of Educational Sciences
The Hashemite University, H.K.J

Safa’a M. Yadak
MOE - HK.J.

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the predominant thinking styles of vocational
students in Jordan in the light of Sternberg theory, and to examine whether
vocational students thinking styles differ significantly according to their gender
and/or their specialization. In addition, this study attempted to examine whether
vocational students attitudes toward vocational education and their academic
achievements differ according to their thinking styles. To achieve the goals of this
study a cluster random sample of 361 vocational education students was chosen.
This research utilized two instruments: 1) A questionnaire that measures students’
attitudes towards vocational education, 2) The Jordanian version of Sternberg
and Winger Scale. The results of Chi-Square revealed that there is no significant
relationship between vocational students’ thinking styles and their gender.
However, Chi-Square indicated to significant relationship between vocational
students’ thinking styles and their specialization. Moreover, results showed that
vocational students’ achievement and their attitudes toward vocational education
did not differ significantly according to their thinking styles.
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