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Peer Evaluation of Teaching: Perspectives of
Kuwait University Faculty Members

Dr. Saleh A. Ebrahim

College of Education - Kuwait University

Abstract

The study aimed at identifying the views of faculty members at Kuwait
University in the process of peer evaluation of teaching, the methods which
contribute to its acceptance, the motives behind opposing it, and its benefits for
faculty members and the university. Views of 145 faculty members from seven
colleges were investigated.

Results showed faculty members’ need for their colleagues’ teaching
experience, and their responsibility towards the adoption of standards and tools
to develop their teaching. The sample revealed the need for certain procedures
and operational techniques to be taken into account in order to contribute to the
acceptance of the idea of peer evaluation. The study pointed to the existence of
some motives that prevent faculty members from participating in the process,
such as the motives concerning job values, and motives related to teaching
activity. Results showed scientific and psychosocial benefits of peer evaluation to
faculty members and to the university’s academic reputation.

Finally, the study provided a proposed model for the enhancement of
teaching performance through the process of peer evaluation at universities in the
Arab world.
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