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Some Personality Variables that relate to Uni-
versity Students’ Academic Expectations and

Achievement in Saudi Arabia

Dr. Ibrahim Al-Shafei Ibrahim
Faculty of Education, Tanta University, Egypt

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to find out how the students’ expectations
concerning their academic achievement are influenced and changed whenever the
time to know the outcome of their academic performance approaches. It tries also
to find out the relation between the elements of each of these pairs: general self-
efficiency and motivation, optimism and pessimism, and fear of success and
expectations. It tends to show how the academic achievement can be predicted on
the basis of expectations general self-efficiency, optimism and pessimism,
motivation, fear of success and the accumulative rate. The differences among the
three types of expectations: conformity, excess and negligence, is studied in the
light of the aforementioned variables. The sample consists of 270 university
students from the Teachers’ College in Saudi Arabia.

The outcome of the study is as follows:

1 -

Whenever the time to know the outcome of the academic performance
approaches, students tend to understimate their expectations of their own
academic achievement.

There is a meaningful direct relation between expectations and both
general self-efficiency and motivation for success. Whereas the relation
between expectations and both optimism and pessimism, and fear of
success is meaningfully negative.

The variables, the third stage of expectations and the accumulative rate,
were found to be helpful in predicting the learning outcome.

Meaningful differences among the three types of expectations: conformity,
excess and negligence, were noticeable in all the variables studied.
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