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Pupils’ Reading Skills and their Mastery of
these SKkills in the First Primary Cycle

Dr. Abdul Karim M. Abu-Gamos Dr. Ali A. Al-Barakat

Yarmouk University
Jordan

Abstract

The study aims to identify the reading skills pupils should have in the first
primary cycle from teachers’ perspectives, and to find out the extent to which
pupils master these skills. In order to achieve the purpose of the study, the
researchers developed a questionnaire of twenty-eight skills. The reliability of this
instrument was 0.83 using test re-test method, and 0.87 using Cronbach Alpha of
internal consistency. After establishing the reliability of the questionnaire, it was
distributed to 291 male and female teachers who were randomly assigned. In
addition, the researchers designed an observation checklist to find out the extent
to which pupils master reading skills. It included seven skills which achieved the
highest means (which ranged from 86.25% to 80.14%). The reliability of the
observation checklist was checked using Cronbach Alpha and found to be 0.73.
The sample of the observation checklist consisted of 107 male and female pupils
who were observed through ten reading settings including reading literature and
various reading topics. The observation process was carried out from March 20
2005 through May 28, 2005.

The study concludes:

*  Designing a list of 28 reading skills pupils should have in the first three
primary grades.

*  The pupils were highly able to master three skills: distinguishing between the
one-letter shapes, distinguishing between the shapes of all alphabetical
letters, and distinguishing between the two types of the definite article (allam
alshamsia and allam alakamaria).

*  The pupils showed less mastery level as of comprehension reading skills such as:
understanding the meanings of vocabulary items from the context, giving
examples to explain the meaning of word and/or sentence, choosing the
appropriate meaning of words, and identifying the main ideas in the reading text.

The researchers put forth a number of relevant recommendations for teachers.
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