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A Tentative Proposal for Developing Higher
Education in a New Global Economy

Dr. Aziza A. Aydaros
Dept. Curricula, College of Education
Om el-Qura University, K.S.A

Abstract

Education is a topic that receives tremendous debate and discussion as
regards visions for development, being the fulcrum of renaissance, the major
project for moving from the current status to the hoped one, and being the best
stratagem to keep up with the breath-taking developments nationally, regionally
and internationally. Simply put, there is no progress nor prosperity in the absence
of education - an advanced education that transcends the mere acquisition of
knowledge to the development of higher-order thinking skills and the learning
how to learn skills, as well as the development of cognition and knowledge tools
that are manipulated for ongoing learning and development, problem solving
skills, all against standards for higher education to promote its global economic
value. This study aims at recognizing standards for higher education in the light
of modern trends to keep pace with a new economically-oriented global education.
Highlights of the findings include: (1) reviewing the standards-based education
movement against the economic added-value of higher education, knowledge
economy, and information and communication technology in order to develop a
futuristic vision for higher education in Saudi Arabia; (2) there is need to develop
a culture of change in university students, faculty and administration; as well as
in parents and civil society organizations. Recommendations indicated that there
should be coordination between the Ministry of Higher Education and other
ministries to achieve more cooperation and coordination in developmental plans
at the present and in the future.
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