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Educational Priorities and Labour
Market Needs in Kuwait:
Views of Experts and Educationists

Dr. Ali G. Al-shehab

Dep. Foundations of Education
College of Education - Kuwait University

Abstract

This study aims at exploring the mismatch between education and labour
market needs, and the suggested solution to that problem as introspectively
extracted by a questionnaire study administered to a sample of experts in
educational sociology and economics. The study recognizes the theoretical models
and theories underpinning the state of mismatch between education and labour
market needs. Findings indicate a state of mismatch between education and
labour market needs. Suggestions advocate reconstructing the educational system
to be professionally and vocationally oriented, restructuring the economy of the
country, participation of private enterprises in educational reform initiatives,
matching wages to labour in both government-based employment and employment
in private corporations, and matching educational outputs to labour market
orientations, as well as other findings. Recommendations are cited.

@ Ogpidiatly S ol



YooV yaouss — AO Adall Dol sy e .5 0J 0l o lanil

&> |

cdabls s o AalatBY) Al (Y00 V) Glagdl due el - )

Jaatl pubdy Glas¥l juadl @le ((VAVA) el 5158 ol - Y
copadl Sl s 13 yalal L gyt

O Aeslgll Gudoetd A0 oSOl Ayl (Y00 0) alll e 4yt i pogadl = Y
Ay . Jeadl Gow wldlaiay igll coyuilly Gaubill @daill Gl y50
coin 2 doyadl Jaadl Blowl cslillaia Jom deagall 390ill dania Jac
3\.1__.’}3 ‘BJ.ALEJ‘ ‘3\..3.‘3.&.‘\ Q‘ﬁuﬁd‘

celeall Hls s mliyll L elaiiy 2yt Jaa (Y0 0)) eSOl e ISH - ¢

il @il jaglanl el gmd L(VA9A) ozl agd ustl - 0
S0 Y i) eleg Ay Wl . gl

Hy Sy T oSt plaiat ple L(VAAY) GBIyl de le ouls — 1
oulma cslalyully Eigmdl 35l0] Lds il Jeledl — LanliT — Laslasd
ceasSIl gy (e

ezl 2 adagll Aund (VA4R) miyd sially Grey Aedle - A
LY ala bl yally Egmdl 350a] L Sl

Joadl B AMe (Y +)) Dgamme diaw (a9 ‘L?.\.: dexa e — 4
(YY) A ety Ayt LAl gall slasdl s 2 el eulailly

;‘)T iM.Ia:u.uy u_."J_J.A d’.d.‘L_’ .(Y”’) B - ‘u.c.)_f.“ &ﬁ_n.uv Lk:;ML;J‘ -\
518 @llS mypa cadssil Baumll Jalsall Jo> cadsgill (5pnae
—Y0 Al 65 — Lsseadl 2 Il qulaidl 3o L ASLally Jlac Y
2V VA ol YA

Ogpidialtly L oot @




YooV yaouss — AO Adall Dol sy e .5 0J 0l o lanil

il LS 2 aa bl (Y00 Y) eyl aue dlll ey el (Basd
CBgitl 1y Bus b

Lyall Il s3yalall L featly Zuydt (V487) detd Llsie deme
~aoledl

duyadt ASlell 2 eluall @daidl L(VAA) Llo dame hwo )l
IS ASe tdngadl L Aagad!

Bl (Vo) e o vaw ‘L“,_").EJU...\A)TQ_)Q@)J\ due (oleia
Ayl 3yl el) Aeds Sale L poll pladll 2. ailiusdy cagls gl
Aol SBLA L (Y AAT) i 5lsll 3 55ls) — dagdazull 3,54
ceasSIl Aoy L Alaladl (geally oISl

Qj:uﬂ )SJ.A Z\:qu:o‘zM 3*-.%-33-”3 c;u_JS_” .(\°\°\O) Ja,gjaaﬁ\ ijj
oS gy (A ¢SO bl yall

(ool sae) ale Y0 2 Adlaas ¥l degamll (VA4 +) dagdazull 35134
ccaeSl Agn

eSO s L olSalt Al cilacd! L (VAAA) dagdaznll 35155

-1

-\Y

-y

-\¢

-0

-1

-\v

-\A

19 - Attwell, P. (1987). The deskilling controversy. Work Occupation, 14,

323-346.

20 - Bell, D. (1976). The coming of post-industrial society, education, and

training, 1940-2006. Princeton, NJ: Educational Testing Service.

21 - Berg, I. (1971). Education and jobs: the great training robbery. Boston:

Bacon.

22 - Bowles, S. & Gintis, H. (2002). Schooling in Capitalist America

Revisited. Sociological Education, 75 (1); 1-18.

23 - Braverman, H. (1974). Labour and monopoly capital. New York:

Monthly Review.

24 - Bresnahan, T. & Brynjolfsson, H. and Hitt, L. (2002). Information

@ Cgpiially S ilomat]




YooV yaouss — AO Adall Dol sy e .5 0J 0l o lanil

technology, workplace organisation, and the demand for skilled labour:
firm-level evidence, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 117; 339-376.

25 - Collins, R. (1979). The credential society. New York: Academic Press.

26 - Goode, E. & Ben-Yehuda, N.(1994). Moral panics: culture, politics, and
social construction. Annual Review of Sociology, 20 (3), 149-171.

27 - Handel, H. (2003a). Skills mismatch in the labour market. Annual
Review of Sociology, 29, 135-165.

28 - Handel, M. (2003b). Implications of information technologies for
employment, skills, wages: what do data and research sat say? Washing-
ton, DC: Natl. Sci. Found.

29 - Hiebert, B., Collins, S. & Robinson, J. (2001). Needs assessment for
programme planning and programme development: A brief review. The
Alberta Counsellor, 26(1), 11-19.

30 - Katz, L. & Murphy, K. (1992).Changes in relative wages, 1963-1987:
supply and demand factors. Quarterly Journal of Economy, 107, 35-78.

31 - Kiker, B., Santos, M., & Mendes de Oliveira, M. (2000). The role of
human capital and technological change in overeducation. Economics of
Education Papers, 43, 10-20.

32 - Sicherman, N. & Galor, O. (1990): A theory of carecer mobility. Journal
of Political Economy, 98, 169-192.

33 - Spletzer, James R. (2005). Worker training: what we’ve learned from the
NLSY79: the 1979 cohort of the National Longitudinal Survey of
Youth has been a wellspring of knowledge about worker training and a

valuable means of empirically testing human-capital theory. Monthly
Labor Review, (2) 1, 3.

34 - Voon, D. & Miller, P. (2005). Undereducation and overeducation in the
Australian labour market. Economic Record, 81, 22-33.

35 - Wilson, W. (1996). When work disappears: the world of the new urban
poor. New York: Knopf.

36 - World Bank (2005). World Development Indicators. World Bank
Publications. Also available online at http://www.worldbank.org.

Ogpidialtly L oot @




