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Using the Cooperative Learning Strategy
and Patterns of Verbal Communication Used
by Grade Teachers During Solving
Geometrical Problems

Ahmed M. Migdady

Dept. Curricula & Instruction
College of Educational Sciences
Jordanian University

Abstract

This study addresses two major issues regarding the use of cooperative
learning strategy by grade teachers during solving geometrical problems: The
first one is related to identifying major merits of cooperative learning and major
constraints facing the use of cooperative learning by grade teachers during solving
geometrical problems. The second issue is related to identifying patterns of verbal
communication that are common among grade teachers through solving geome-
trical problems

The sample of the study was one section of 40 grade teachers in a course
named Geometry and its Methods of Teaching. This sample was divided into 8
heterogeneous cooperative groups with 5 students each. Also, at the end of the
study semi-structured interviews were conducted with 8 students (one student
from each group).

The results of the study showed that the percentage of students who pointed
out advantages of cooperative learning exceeded the percentage of students who
pointed out the constraints facing its use. The results also showed that patterns of
verbal communication can be divided into two main categories; the first indicates
positive learning activities which enhance a positive participation among students,
and the second indicates negative learning activities which hinder a positive
participation among students.
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