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Educational Functions and Learning
Efficiency of Non-verbal Communication
in the Prophet’s Hadeeth

Dr. Elsir Ahmed M. Sulaiman
Dept. Educational Psychology
Hail Teachers College - KSA

ABSTRACT

Verbal and non-verbal communication play an important role in educational
and learning processes. The aim of this study is to determine the styles of non-
verbal communication used in the Prophet’s Hadeeth (speech), and to appreciate
their educational functions and learning efficiencies. applying content analysis on
a sample of the Prophet’s valid Hadeeth, the researcher found the following:

1 - The styles of non-verbal communication in the Prophet’s Hadeeth are:
a - Facial expressions: laughing, eye gazing, changing facial configura-
tion, changing facial color, weeping, and pausing.
b - Hand gestures: touching, concrete gestures, and abstract gestures.

- Body postures: changing the position of the body, facing others,
avoiding, and raising the head up and down.

2 - The educational functions of the styles of non-verbal communication in the
Prophet’s Hadeeth are: establishing receptive set, educational interaction,
sending emotional and cognitive messages, and sending direct practical
orders.

3 - The styles of non-verbal communication in the Prophet’s Hadeeth play an
important role in the efficiency of learning in the cognitive, emotional, and
psychomotor domains.

Finally, the researcher concluded with some recommendations concerning
using non- verbal communications in the educational processes, and to look up to
the Prophet Mohammed (PUH) as a model for education in these areas.
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