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Kuwaiti Kindergarten Teachers’ Attitudes
Toward The Importance of Storybook
Reading to Emergent Literacy

Dr. Salwa B. Jawhar
Dept. Curricula & Teaching Methods
College of Basic Education, PAAET

Abstract

There has been a great deal of research done on the importance of storybook

reading to the development of early language and literacy. Based on that, the
present study attempts to answer a focal question, "Do Kuwaiti kindergarten
teachers have positive attitudes toward using storybook reading to help children
develop their reading and writing skills?". It also aims to answer other sub-
questions that arise from it. A survey, consisting of 77 items and 4 open-ended
questions, was designed to measure such teachers’ attitudes. The sample of the
study included 248 teachers who were randomly selected to represent different
variables such as the governorate, years of experiences, alumni, and in-service
training. Results of the study indicate that:

*

%

Teachers have positive attitudes toward using storybook reading with
children. However, they are not aware of the relationship between storybook
reading and emergent literacy.

Teachers are aware of the importance of parents’ reading to their children.
However, they were unaware of ways to develop home-school connection that
communicates the importance of reading to children

Teachers’ expectations vary in regard to the impact of increasing the use of
storybook reading, and ways of collaboration with parents in the future.
Teachers emphasize on the benefits of storybook reading to early literacy learning.

Based on the findings and the discussion, the following suggestion were made:

*

A course about emergent literacy should be offered by Colleges in which
teachers are prepared.

Series of training programs about using storybook reading to develop
emergent literacy should be conducted.

Literacy centers for reading and writing in the kindergarten classrooms
should be developed.
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