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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to determine the effect of course
grades analysis on course total scores reliablity. The data for the study
consisted of student’s total scores and subscores in 1087 sections of
courses taken during the 1997/1998 academic year at the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences/UAE University. Student’s grades in
530 sections were assigned during the first semester before conducting
the first study of course grades analysis. Student’s grades in the
remaining 557 sections were assigned during the second semester after
conducting the study and utilizing the results of the analysis in
improving evaluation practices. The relaibility of course total scores in
every section was assessed by applying the Raju’ formula for estimating
the reliability.

The findings indicated that course total scores enjoy a high level of
reliability; in 58% of the sections the reliability estimate was greater
than 0.70. Also, there are significant differences in reliability distribu-
tions between the two semesters; the proportion of courses enjoying
high level of reliability increased due to the positive effect of course
grade analysis from 53% in first semester to 62% in second semester.
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