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Abstract

This study is an attempt to determine which personality traits
influence teaching performance. Four personality traits, were investi-
gated: ego strength, control in psychological adjustment, prejudice and
dominance, to determine their relations to teaching performance in
three subject areas: science, mathematics and Arabic language.

The study results show that only ego strength has a significant
relationship with teaching performance in mathematics (r = 0.28, p
<0.05). Some other personality factors, though not significantly
correlated, seem to influence teaching performance, such as dominance
(r = 0.32 in science, and r = 0.22 in Arabic language) and ego strength
in science (r = 0.24).

Means of Grade Point Average in college were compared for high
and low achievers in teaching practices. It was found that there is a
significant difference between the two groups in Arabic language and
science, but not in mathematics. Means of high school percentages for
the two groups were also compared, and no significant differences have
been found.

Recommendations cited are:

1 - Personality traits, that proved to be related to teacher performance,
should be included in any teacher admission test.

2 - Caution should be taken when high school percentage is taken as
primary criteria for admission in teacher’s college.

3 - Cooperative efforts between teachers’ colleges and colleges of
education in the Kingdom are needed in order to find a high
predictive validity test to select prospective teachers.
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