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Abstract

The study discusses the use of discrepancy concept between
achievement and ability for identifying children with learning disabil-
ities. Reviewing related studies has resulted in the following four
common and widely employed methods: 1) Deviation from grade level,
2) Age or grade scores, 3) Standard scores comparison, and 4)
Regression analysis. These methods are different in measuring a
potential discrepancy between achievement and ability. The first two
methods (deviation from grade level and age or grade scores) do not
emphasize the scores of achievement and ability, while the last two
methods (standard scores comparison and regression analysis) rely on
these two variables which has made them preferred by many research-
ers. The regression method takes into account the regression toward the
mean. Therefore, this formula is considered the best of all the four
formulas for determining academic discrepancy.
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