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Abstract

This study aimed to explore the effect of using cooperative learning
strategy on students’ acquisition of practical word processor program
skills and their retention ability in Jordan. The sample consisted of (39)
undergraduate students, enrolled in Computer in Education Course at
Yarmouk University. Two sections were purposefully selected; one
section was taught using the cooperative strategy (n=20), while the
other was taught using the individual method (n=19).

All subjects took two tests: Multiple choice paper-and-pencil and
practical tests after studying the word processor program unit. After
two weeks they took the same two tests again to measure their retention
ability. Data obtained were analyzed using T-test.

The major findings of this study were as follows:

- There were statistically significant differences in the students’
acquisition means of the word processor program skills in favor of the
cooperative group.

- There were no statistically significant differences in the students’
acquisition means of the word processor program skills on the
retention, but the findings revealed significant differences on the sum of
both tests.

In the light of the findings, the two researchers recommended the
encouragement of instructors to use the cooperative method, and
conduct & similar studies on a large sample concerning different levels
of instruction using students from other districts.
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