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ABSTRACT

Financing Higher Education is considered a crucial problem facing
the educational system in Saudi Arabia. The drop in oil prices, and
increases in demand for higher education have led to the realization
that public budgets cannot adequately fund higher education.

As a response many researchers and practitioners have expressed
their views on how to confront this problem. Three main views were
presented:

1 - Reassessing or abolishing the Free - of - Charge policy,
demanding that the costs of higher education should be shifted to
students, parents, and other institutions. Expanding private sector
universities, and taking the demands of labour market into considera-
tion.

2 - Restoring the Free - of - Charge policy while using the available
resources more efficiently to achieve mass higher education, and equal
opportunities.

3 - Relying on mixed funding to share the burden of financing
higher education by both public and private sectors, while emphasizing
meritocracy without diminishing equality of opportunity.

The advocates of the above views have their justifications and
arguments. Understanding their standpoints is very important before
taking rational decision regarding funding higher education. To partici-
pate and farther this debate, this study was conducted.
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