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The purpose of this research is fourfold. First, it aims at giving a
brief historical background of the evolution of contemporary universi-
ties; without going into the details of the social and philosophical
foundations of higher education or tracing the historical roots of
universities all over the world. The second purpose is to define the
concept of the university and to show how this concept has developed
through time. The third purpose is to discuss the most important
functions of today’s universities, namely teaching and research. Finally
this research intends to investigate the relationship between teaching
and research and to show whether these two major functions of the
university relate to each other positively or negatively.
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