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ATTITUDES OF BAHRAIN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS MAJORING IN
ENGLISH TOWARD TOEFL AND THEIR RELATIONSHIP TO SOME
VARIABLES

Dr. Nu'man Almusawi

college of Education
The University of Bahrain

Abstract

This study aims to explore the attitudes of Bahrain University
students majoring in English toward the Test Of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) and to examine the relationship of these attitudes
to some variables such as sex, student’s level of achievement, academic
year, number of credit hours passed and frequency of failure in
TOEFL.

A 20 - item questionnaire with three response choices for each item
was constructed by the author and was administered to a random
sample of 60 students enrolled at the University of Bahrain.

The study revealed that Bahrain University students whose major is
English take a negative attitude toward the TOEFL in general, being
uncertain with regard to some important aspects of the test. "T" Test
showed no significant differences in student attitudes related to sex.
Similarly, One Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) exhibited no
significant differences in student attitudes related to sex. Similarly, One
Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) exhibited no significant differ-
ences (P <0.05) in student attitudes related to level of achievement,
academic year, and frequency of failure in TOEFL. Significant
differences (p <0.05) were found in student attitudes realted to the
number of credit hours passed by the student.

The use of some alternative tests of the English language along
with the TOEFL and the improvement of student’s test-taking skills are
recommended.
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