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VARIABLES AFFECTING DEMAND ON HIGHER EDUCATION,
UNIVERSITY CHOICE, AND MAJORS: A FIELD STUDY ON UMM
ALQURA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Dr. Sa’'ad A.B. Al-Zahrani
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Administration & Planning Umm Alqura
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The goals of this study are to determine the most influential factors
that affect Students’ decisions to pursue higher education and to choose
their university and majors. Data were gathered by a questionnaire
applied to a simple of 800 students At Umm Alqura University at
Saudi Arabia. the main findings of the study include that both male
and female students agree that the most influential factors that affect
their decisions to pursue their higher education are looking to the
university degree as an insurance card against uncertain future, as a toll
for getting good job and high social prestige. Female students reported
other factors such as love of knowledge, going to college is the only
alternative available, good financial status of the family, having no
family resopnsibility, being able to pursue their education while residing
with family. Both male and female students agree that the most
influential factors that affect gheir decisions to select university include
love of the city were the university located, institutional reputation and
availability of academic programs. Female students add another factor
which is to satisfy parents. Both male and female students agree that
their grade in some courses, their grade point average in high school
diploma, their interests, desires and future aspiration were the most
influential factors that affect their decisions to choose their majors.
Another factor reported by female students was to make sure the major
selected will lead to job suitable and available to Saudi woman.
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