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The reformist discourse of King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa in the Kingdom of Bahrain:
A historical perspective (1999-2011)

Sharaf M. A. Al Mezel ¥
Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to reveal the content of the reform-
ist discourse of King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa in the Kingdom
of Bahrain from a historical perspective by analyzing the lofty
speeches of the King in the period 1999-2011 and determining
the impact of the internal and external forces on the develop-
ment of the political reform movement in Bahrain. Method:
Content analysis was used to analyze the political reformist
discourse of the King in that period through three dimensions;
the political and military upbringing of Sheikh Hamad, analysis
of 18 lofty speeches of the King revolving around reform, and
the impact of internal and external factors on changing the style
of the reformist discourse. Results: The reformist discourse of
King Hamad reflected the personal characteristics and thoughts
of the King, and his pivotal role in modernization and reform,
and was based mainly on three pillars; establishing the rule of
law, consolidating security and stability, and developing loyalty
and national belonging. In addition, the style of the speech had
also developed as a result of the interaction of internal and exter-
nal factors in the reform process context. Conclusion: The study
concluded that the reformist discourse of King Hamad in the pe-
riod 1999-2011 was explicit in presenting the visions of reform,
and the King had taken important measures towards reform and
modernization, but the success of the reform process depended
on the extent of the cohesion of the internal forces supporting
the reforms.

Keywords: reformist discourse, discourse analysis, reform-
ist project of King Hamad.
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