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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to shed light on the major economic, po-
litical, and public service impacts of World War Il on Kuwait during the
war period (1939—1945). The importance of this historical era, along
with the general neglect of its analysis by historians, necessitates a
focused scholarly examination. Method: This descriptive historical
study relies on contemporaneous primary sources in both Arabic and
English for the period under study. These sources provide a compre-
hensive picture of the internal economic, political, and service-related
changes in Kuwait resulting from the war. Results: Kuwait was di-
rectly affected in several internal domains, including the imposition
of censorship on incoming and outgoing postal letters, inflation in
food prices, disruption of Kuwaiti maritime commercial navigation,
increased costs and altered logistics of pilgrimage, and a notable shift
in the British political stance toward the nascent Legislative Council
movement that emerged in 1938, just months before the outbreak of
the war. Conclusion: The primary sources clearly demonstrate that
World War Il had significant repercussions for Kuwait's internal condi-
tions, largely due to its status under British influence. Britain, as a bel-
ligerent party in the war, implemented emergency wartime legislation
that extended to the Gulf region and its colonial territories, which in
turn directly impacted Kuwait's economic, political, and public service

structures.
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