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The “faza’ah” phenomenon and its relationship
to several variables in Kuwaiti society

Mohammad M. Sartawi®"=
Othman H. Alkhadher®”*
Mounira A. Aldousari®”
Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to measure the prevalence of the
phenomenon of faz ‘ah (emergency prosocial response) in Ku-
waiti society and to examine its relationship with selected psy-
chological and social variables, including gender, social classi-
fication (urban/tribal), level of religiosity, adherence to social
norms, and economic status, through a cultural-psychological
lens. Method: The study employed a descriptive-analytical
design using a researcher-developed questionnaire distributed
electronically to a sample of 885 adult Kuwaiti citizens. The
questionnaire addressed key dimensions such as the prevalence
of faz‘ah, its perceived obligation, motivational drivers, be-
havioral contexts, and the prioritization of recipients. Results:
Findings revealed that 94.8% of participants had engaged in
faz‘ah at least once, with an average of 5.43 instances in the
past year. Males and tribal individuals reported significantly
higher engagement than females and urban participants. Addi-
tionally, 43.2% of the sample felt obligated to respond to faz ‘ah
requests. Motivations were primarily humanitarian, religious,
or tied to group loyalty. The behavior most frequently occurred
in charitable acts, financial help, and social mediation. Nota-
bly, adherence to social norms was the only variable signifi-
cantly associated with higher faz ‘ah engagement, while religi-
osity and economic status showed no significant relationship.
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Conclusion: These findings highlight faz ‘ah as a deeply root-
ed collective behavior in Kuwaiti culture, reflecting values of
solidarity and belonging. The study underscores the need for
culturally grounded psychological approaches to understand
such phenomena. It contributes to the theoretical articulation of
faz ‘ah within the literature on cultural and social psychology in
the Gulf context.

Keywords: Faza'ah, social psychology, evolutionary cultural psy-
chology, The Arabian Gulf
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