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Digital storytelling techniques in Gulf newspaper websites:
An analytical study
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Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to examine the use of digital jour-
nalistic storytelling by Gulf news websites and to identify sim-
ilarities and differences in their application of digital narrative
techniques. Method: The study adopts a descriptive approach,
utilizing content analysis as its primary method. It is ground-
ed in the theory of organic transformation. The study sample
consists of three Gulf news websites (Bahrain’s Al-Bilad, Saudi
Arabia’s Elaph, and the UAE’s Al-Ittihad) over a three-month
period from January 2024 to March 2024. The researchers em-
ployed a multi-stage sampling method, analyzing a total of 304
digital journalistic stories. Results: The findings indicate that
there is no single template for digital storytelling; rather, multi-
ple and varied narrative approaches exist. The content of digital
stories relies on the level of interactivity, the use of multimedia,
and the technologies employed. Furthermore, the application of
digital journalistic narrative techniques in Gulf news websites
has become a fundamental aspect of the digital transformation
in contemporary media environments. Conclusion: Based on
the study’s findings, it can be concluded that these websites no
longer rely on a single narrative template but have developed
diverse narrative approaches that leverage the capabilities of
multimedia to enhance interactivity and engage audiences. This
aligns with the structural changes in media content production
driven by the theory of digital transformation.

Keywords: digital journalistic storytelling, digital narrative tech-
niques, Gulf news websites
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