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Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to explore the relationship between
critical thinking, moral judgment, and violent behavior among three
groups: convicted murderers, violent offenders without homicide con-
victions, and non-offending individuals from the community. Method:
The study employed a correlational and causal-comparative design.
To achieve its objectives, the Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Apprais-
al, Kohlberg's Moral Judgment Scale, and the Violence Risk Appraisal
Guide (VRAG) were administered. The participants comprised 63 in-
carcerated male murderers and 63 incarcerated male violent offenders
convicted of non-lethal violent crimes. Additionally, a control group of
63 non-offending individuals from the community was included. Par-
ticipants’ ages ranged from 18 to 44 years, with a mean age of 31.97
years (SD = 9.14). Results: The findings indicated a statistically signifi-
cant relationship among the three variables. Critical thinking was found
to be significantly and inversely related to violent behavior. Significant
differences in critical thinking levels were observed across the groups,
with non-offenders demonstrating the highest mean scores and mur-
derers the lowest. The study also revealed a significant inverse relation-
ship between moral judgment and violent behavior, as well as signifi-
cant differences among the three groups in levels of moral judgment.
Conclusion: The study discussed interpretations of these findings, their
potential applications, and the possibility of generalization.
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