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Free trade agreement between the Gulf Cooperation Council
and the European Union from 1993 to 2022

Madihah A. Alfadhli®

Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to analyze the reasons for the fail-
ure of negotiations on a free trade agreement between the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) and the European Union (EU)
from 1993 to 2022. The study demonstrates that, over a period
of twenty-nine years, the two parties engaged in negotiations
aimed at concluding a free trade agreement but encountered nu-
merous obstacles and impediments that limited and hindered
these efforts. Method: The researcher used a historical ap-
proach, as the study relied on a significant collection of British
archives documents and reports from the European Union and
the General Secretariat of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).
The information was then presented in a descriptive, analytical,
and critical format. Results: The study concluded that regional
and international political conditions posed significant chal-
lenges to economic and political cooperation between the EU
and the GCC, leading to the failure of the free trade agreement.
However, they contributed to its transformation into a “strategic
partnership,” enabling the EU to engage in security issues in
the region and bilateral security agreements between the EU
and the GCC. However, this did not lead to the conclusion of
the free trade agreement that the GCC countries had aspired
to. Conclusion: Despite the lack of a free trade agreement, the
relationship between the two blocs has strengthened the EU’s
presence in the Gulf region’s political and security framework.
Therefore, future research on the EU-GCC partnership could
examine how military cooperation can influence the formation
of more sustainable cooperation between the two regions.

Keywords: Gulf Cooperation Council, European Union, free
trade agreement, important strategic partnership with the Gulf 2022
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