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A conceptual analysis of Faz’ah in the Gulf context

Othman H. Alkhadher "=
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Abstract

Objectives: This study presents a psycho-cultural analysis of
the concept of faz ‘ah as manifested in Gulf societies and within
tribal environments that form the socio-cultural core of many Arab
communities. Faz ‘ah is defined as an impulsive and immediate
response to aid a member of one’s reference group in a pressing
and emergent situation, often involving personal risk, and driv-
en by sentiments of solidarity, loyalty, and belonging. The study
addresses the absence of scholarly conceptualization of faz’ah in
both Western and Arab psychological and social science literature,
despite its pervasive presence in everyday Gulf and Arab lives and
collective consciousness. Method: Employing the evolutionary
concept analysis method, the study deconstructs faz’ah by iden-
tifying its defining attributes, antecedents, consequences, and re-
lated and surrogate terms, and by differentiating it from related
constructs such as prejudice and helping behavior. The concept
is theoretically grounded in three major frameworks: social ex-
change theory, social identity theory, and social learning theory.
The proposed integrative model outlines three primary actors—
external agent, faz ‘ah seeker, and responder—and their associated
cognitive, emotional, and behavioral dynamics. Results: Findings
suggest that faz 'ah constitutes a culturally embedded, psychologi-
cally complex collective behavior pattern, distinct from prejudice
and helping behavior in terms of structure, motivation, immedi-
acy, and relational context. Conclusion: This research offers a
foundational step toward localizing psychological concepts, en-
riching indigenous knowledge production, and paving the way for
psychometric tool development in the Gulf cultural milieu.
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