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Introduction to the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait 1989-1990:
Tension in Kuwaiti - Iraqi relations

Nour M. Al-Habshi®
Abstract

Objectives: The occupation of Kuwait was a defining point in the
second half of the twentieth century, particularly since it occurred
between two neighboring, sisterly countries. No one imagined, until
the night of the occupation when the Iraqi army invaded Kuwait on
August 2, 1990, that Saddam’s recklessness would reach the point of
erasing Kuwait from the map and the world’s lexicon. Even Kuwaitis
did not expect what the dictatorial regime in Baghdad did, regardless
of its justifications and approach, which turned into disastrous be-
havior that carried within it disappointment and apprehension about
the rift it created at both Arab and international levels, resulting in
many consequences that continue to be suffered to this day. The re-
search aims to uncover the preludes to this occupation and the course
of events, starting from revealing the first moments of tension in
Kuwaiti-Iraqi relations to the occupation that affected Kuwait and
its people. Method: The research relied on the descriptive-analyti-
cal approach, which is based on collecting scientific material from
sources and references, then analyzing it, to highlight the direct and
indirect causes of the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The research also
relied on the historical approach, which is based on tracing the phe-
nomenon and drawing conclusions. Results: The research revealed
that Iraq emerged from its war with Iran economically exhausted.
In addition, Kuwait worked continuously to promote brotherly rela-
tions with its Arab neighbors and sisterly countries. In addition, the
Iraqi regime’s betrayal of Kuwait was unexpected by anyone in the
region. Iraq’s occupation of Kuwait was also a dangerous event, and
its future repercussions were even more dangerous. Conclusion: The
Iraqi invasion and occupation of Kuwait was and remains an unusual
event in modern Arab history. It created a rift within Arab unity and
had negative effects at all levels.
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