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The impact of institutional autonomy at Kuwait University
on competitive advantage: Faculty members’ perspectives

Ali M. Al-Ansari®
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Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to identify the degree of achiev-
ing self-autonomy at Kuwait University and its impact on the
competitive advantage of the university. It also sought to de-
termine the differences in the degree of self-autonomy and
competitive advantage based on demographic variables (gen-
der, years of service, job title, and faculty), and to analyze the
impact of the dimensions of self-autonomy on enhancing com-
petitive advantage. Method: The study used a correlational de-
scriptive approach and relied on a questionnaire as the primary
tool for data collection from a sample of 326 faculty members,
distributed across various faculties at Kuwait University. The
questionnaire consisted of two main sections: the first section
addressed the autonomy of educational institutions through
three dimensions: financial autonomy (6 items), administrative
autonomy (5 items), and academic autonomy (5 items), with a
total of 16 items. The second section focused on competitive
advantage with 14 items, bringing the total number of items to
30. Results: The results showed that administrative autonomy
achieved superiority compared to the other dimensions, while
faculty members’ attitudes towards competitive advantage were
moderate. The study also revealed statistically significant dif-
ferences in the sample’s attitudes towards institutional autono-
my based on variables such as gender, years of service, and job
title. However, the differences regarding competitive advantage
appeared in relation to the variable of faculty, with professional
faculties showing higher performance than scientific faculties.
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Conclusion: The study recommended the enhancement of the
dimensions of institutional autonomy to ensure the achievement
of competitive advantage. This can be done by empowering fac-
ulty members to exercise academic freedom within legal frame-
works, diversifying funding sources to reduce reliance on gov-
ernment support, and strengthening administrative autonomy to
improve the efficiency of academic institution management.

Keywords: self-autonomy for universities, competitive advantage
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