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Abstract

Objectives: The study aims to identify the classification of urban
agglomerations in the Medina region according to organizational
and functional level, determine the size and growth of the popu-
lation at the level of the region, its governorates, main cities, and
rural sector, and analyze the size disparity of the population of
the main cities and the degree of urban dominance during the pe-
riod between 1974 and 2022. Method: The study relied on the
historical and quantitative approach, and the descriptive inductive
approach. It also relied on data from several government agencies.
Some statistical methods were used such as the population growth
rate, the five-category classification, and the urban dominance
index. Results: The study results show that the urban agglom-
erations in the study area are divided into several categories ac-
cording to population size and organizational and functional level
as follows: three levels for urban agglomerations, four levels for
rural agglomerations, and specialized cities. The region also wit-
nessed an ups and downs in its annual population growth rate for
about fifty years, achieving its highest rate during the period 1974
—1992 at 3.78%, before declining to 0.04% in 2022. The region’s
governorates varied between governorates with higher annual
population growth rates and governorates with lower rates than
those of the region and the Kingdom. The phenomena of urban
polarization and unbalanced urban gradualism emerged through
the continued growth in the population size of major cities and
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the varying sizes of major cities, as evidenced by the results of the
Urban Dominance Index, which showed that the degree of domi-
nance of the first city (Madinah) over the next three cities is high,
reaching 2.91% in 1974 and rising to 4.27% in 2022. Conclusion:
The study concluded with a set of recommendations including the
need to target more urban and population development axes in a
select group of urban and rural communities with development
potential and locational advantages.

Keywords: urban agglomerations, population size, population
growth rate, population changes, urban dominance
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