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Building a corpus of Kuwaiti Arabic in political discourse:
A critical study of social actor representation”

Reem M. Aldhafeeri®" ==

Eiman T. Alsharhan®**

Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to analyze non-official political
discourse by constructing a corpus of the spoken Kuwaiti Ara-
bic, with the goal of uncovering the underlying ideologies em-
bedded in political narratives. The study focuses on examining
the strategies of social actors, such as exclusion and inclusion, to
understand their role in shaping public opinion and constructing
stereotypical images of the social actors “Iranian” and “Saudi”.
Method: The study involved building a corpus of Kuwaiti Ara-
bic within the context of political discourse and employing it as
a tool for critical discourse analysis to explore the semantic and
ideological frameworks embedded in the discourse. A descrip-
tive-analytical approach was adopted, combining quantitative
analysis, to extract patterns of repetition and linguistic relations
from the corpus, and qualitative analysis, through the applica-
tion of exclusion and inclusion strategies based on van Leeu-
wen’s framework. Selected samples from the corpus were an-
alyzed in depth, providing a richer understanding of linguistic
phenomena and discourse mechanisms. Results: The study led
to the creation of the first corpus of Kuwaiti Arabic in political
discourse, totaling 429,103 tokens. This corpus served as a tool
for analyzing Kuwaiti political discourse, revealing linguistic
patterns and embedded ideologies within the texts. The findings
indicate that Kuwaiti political discourse, as represented by the
speeches of Dr. Abdullah Al-Nafisi, tends to portray the social
actor “Iranian” in a predominantly negative light, influenced by
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regional and political contexts. In contrast, the “Saudi” actor is
generally presented with neutral or positive connotations. The
study also highlights how language functions as a powerful tool
in constructing the social and political identities of social actors
and in shaping public opinion and stereotypes. Conclusion:
The study emphasizes the importance of corpora as key ana-
lytical tools for examining dialects and political discourse. It
recommends integrating both quantitative and qualitative anal-
yses to achieve more accurate and comprehensive results. Fur-
thermore, it calls on researchers to develop specialized corpora
to conduct studies on Arabic dialects and political discourse,
thereby opening new avenues for understanding the social and
political contexts and the role of language in shaping them.

Keywords: corpus linguistics, Kuwaiti Arabic, political discourse,
critical discourse analysis, social actor
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