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The influence of composite identity on political behavior
in the Gulf States

Wafaa A. Alaradi®
Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to analyze the impact of composite
identity factors (national, tribal, religious “sectarian,” linguis-
tic, and cultural) on political behavior in the Gulf states from
2011 to 2024. Method: The study employs a qualitative meth-
odology and utilizes analytical descriptive methods to explore
identity factors and their influence on political behavior. It also
uses a comparative analysis, examining the various forms of
identities and their effects on political behavior across the Gulf
States, to reach any overlap or differences among them based
on a theoretical framework grounded in three theories: Social
Identity, Hierarchical Fragmentation, and Conflict of Loyalties.
Results: The study concludes that Saudi Arabia shows a strong
integrated intersection between national, tribal, and religious
“sectarian” identities, leading to significant influence on po-
litical orientations and community participation. In the United
Arab Emirates, balanced national and cultural identities over-
lap, with a robust national identity playing a prominent role in
fostering loyalty, alongside a positive impact of diverse cultural
identities stemming from population diversity and economic
openness. In Kuwait, both national and tribal identities play a
significant role in shaping political behavior, especially in the
context of elections and parliamentary participation. As the
UAE, Qatar focuses on national and cultural identities, which
contributes in balanced manner to strengthening state loyalty,
particularly considering regional challenges. Bahrain faces a
challenge in reconciling the dissonant national and religious
“sectarian” identities, which impacts political stability and
community engagement. In Oman, as in Kuwait, the balanced
national and tribal identities are deeply rooted, playing a signif-
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icant role in guiding political behavior and fostering stability.
Conclusion: The study confirms that deconstructing identity
into its composite factors offers insights into understanding
political behavior in the six Gulf States, each according to its
unique composition.

Keywords: national tribal sectarian linguistic and cultural

identities, political behavior, Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
the composite identity
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