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The era of Najd Principalities
(850-1139 AH / 1446-1727):
A critical and analytical study from the perspective
of historical development

Ahmed A. Alrasi®
Abstract

Objectives: This study aims to provide a critical and analyti-
cal reading of the foundational narrative and the perspectives of
Saudi researchers in evaluating the historical phase of the Najd
Principalities from the viewpoint of their historical development
(progress or decline). It also seeks to examine the role of these
principalities in the establishment of the First Saudi State by ana-
lyzing their historical trajectory. Method: The researcher adopted
the historical analysis methodology, which focuses on understand-
ing the phenomena through their historical context, considering
the influence of time and place, alongside a critical assessment
of sources and contemporary scholarly approaches. Results: The
study concludes that the Najd Principalities represented a crucial
transitional period, marked by significant developments in various
fields. This progress contributed to creating favorable conditions
for the establishment of the First Saudi State. Conclusion: Based
on the findings, the research recommends reconsidering the tradi-
tional perception of this period and conducting further studies to
highlight its historical significance.

Keywords: Najd history, historical development, Diriyah, First
Saudi State
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