2025 (197) - 51 - dapell pjalig aulall Glulja dlao
https://doi.org/10.34120/jgaps.v51i197.3359

Bl Lokl Bemtiall i B9y Blpmdl g
1971/a81391 - 1794/a1208 §lasallg & pY/ $illg

=D ganll B (53 pold
D2y pall B 2y 80
wadle
sl oLats¥l § Lunsalall 551501 550 51s) J) Euslyall cins Bl
Sy & 3 e aas ) dLa] wla My 85550 Te) Laslaels
s sl LS JUW Lgas s cpuny 8all Lalatsdl LKL 3305 §
Lolasdyl ol ila J)eeily Glaall 356 ge ol 3l ey gasll
claill Bl BS o epuill chlug ccfleall Lsliy delaadl
S aa 53 @ olaladl Houy daelaiadl uudll o w250 e g5l
2gil) L SLally Blaall dasi )l Lelaially L8lEN wdll 5] ae
dalas SN e Al ilailly Slasdl 26l e Lulyull saatel
zlo! 3hss Osealls slrlly aull dsSun Jadl degite 455,06 3565
Lulyas dlgsleladiuly sluall Jlsel sulas oo 2SI Cougs £3laally
Ll julial) Jie 1 930 Hobians Gatuly . Oe3lssSs (g8 Sias dasls
Ikl Zaaal J) Lol ull eilin g AL . Jalasll &30 3350 (il
e Laiadl By 3540 550K cJailly Lol 50 (AU Jio tduaplall
Jomal JMA e Lolaisyl 810 LISs 30325 & Glaally 531 Heas
@l Gluall Bl ek cin WS audlly (Slally del IS deyiie
35281l (e Ml fog EoalaiBY e saill uSas e giie eilae aludialg
e Digsas Haa,lse Bolf de sluill 5,08 Lubull o yelal delaisyl
L3 wailly olalall 8 e Las @BLI J3ls LS e Llisl)
Slaally zlo3ll 3l Laal oS5 LA . Glaally &YL Aoyl

Olee Bl 550 daalay elaia¥l bl aley 23 clulal sSussall Sy sclue 3wl (1)
n.alsaadi@unizwa.edu.om

Olee Blalu (5535 daslay elaia¥) obll aley WY clulul Suigll cw,S sal selus (2)
z.alabri@unizwa.edu.om

2025/4/28 : 3 ya3l 5aa] 2024/11/26 2 3 el ol -
331 Aol ipdns §sinll pran .con Sl dralay salall jdill julas e i

{365 o0 ) Ulaall sigs algdiwl) ]



mailto:n.alsaadi@unizwa.edu.om
mailto:z.alabri@unizwa.edu.om

&y yaall 8y (Saraall pols

(dads LulaTsW Lalill o Gund BT G, dlals L5, mads &
oo peoll Jog A galalls Ll Luelaiadl slafl) Jodil wouial o
Jlal) 25 Ll eslaill 8555 suliany &SLe Jala Jo dwslyall 5853
Bl slg) LalEs delaiay¥) Lilsadl Jslin Llidtue olawl,al
daadilly Geall e 5

8ol (lad «yall el ) BT s dus (AL clalSHS

332

2025 (197) - 51 - dapell dpjallg aulall Glwlja dlae



JOURNAL OF THE GULF AND ARABIAN PENINSULA STUDIES - 51 (197) - 2025

Women and wealth in Omani society: An analysis
of inheritance and dowry documents
1208 AH /1794 - 1391AH / 1971

Nasser S. Alsaadi =
Zahra S. ALAbri®

Abstract

Objectives: This study aimed to highlight the role of natural re-
sources in the traditional economy as symbols of wealth and pros-
perity, while uncovering the impact of inheritance and dowries in
enhancing women’s economic status and improving their finan-
cial standing. It also examined the transformations in dowry and
inheritance documents, economic and social changes, currency
developments, and how women managed their wealth despite so-
cial restrictions. Furthermore, it explored the role of customs in
directing ownership and emphasized the cultural and social values
associated with these practices. Method: The study employed a
statistical and historical analysis approach by examining various
historical documents, including records of sales, purchases, and
debts, to uncover the sources and uses of women’s funds. Mar-
riage and dowry documents were analyzed to study women’s pos-
sessions and wealth. Secondary sources, such as jurisprudential
and historical references, were also utilized to enhance analytical
accuracy. Results: The study revealed the significance of natural
resources, such as agricultural lands and date palms, as symbols
of wealth and social status. It also highlighted the role of inheri-
tance and dowries in strengthening women’s economic position
through diverse assets, including agricultural lands, residences,
and servants. The evolution of dowry and inheritance documents
was noted, transitioning from detailed older documents to more
concise modern ones, with various currencies reflecting econom-
ic transformations. Despite social constraints, the study demon-
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strated women’s ability to flexibly manage their resources while
maintaining family ownership, reflecting the influence of customs
and cultural values associated with inheritance and dowries over
time. Conclusion: Marriage and dowry documents are crucial for
offering a comprehensive understanding of women’s history, not
only economically, but also socially, culturally, and legally. While
the study focused on analyzing women’s ownership and wealth
sources, it opens avenues for future research that delves deeper
into the social and cultural dimensions of these documents.

Keywords: women, inheritance, dowry, Oman, wealth
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