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The impact of using an evidence-based critical reading
strategy on academic achievement and the motivation
toward reading among 12th-grade female students
in history subject in Kuwait

Huda S. Alazmi®

Abstract

Objectives: The study aimed to examine the effect of using ev-
idence-based critical reading instruction on students’ academic
achievement, retention of learning, and motivation toward read-
ing among 12th-grade history students in Kuwait. Method: The
study employed a quasi-experimental design with 120 participants
divided into two groups: the experimental group (n = 60) studied
the sixth unit of history using the evidence-based critical reading
strategy. The control group (n = 60) studied the same unit using
traditional teaching methods. The study utilized two instruments:
an achievement test for the history subject and a motivation to-
ward reading scale. After confirming the validity and reliabil-
ity of both instruments, the achievement test was distributed to
the participants both before and after the experiment, while the
motivation scale was applied after the experiment. Results: The
findings revealed statistically significant differences in academic
achievement, retention of learning, and motivation toward reading
between the experimental and control groups, attributed to the ev-
idence-based critical reading strategy. The effect size was 0.31 for
academic achievement and 0.57 for motivation. Conclusion: The
study recommends guiding social studies educators to incorpo-
rate critical reading strategies to enhance reading comprehension,
thereby improving academic achievement and fostering motiva-
tion toward reading among high school students.

Keywords: evidence-based critical reading, academic achieve-
ment, motivation toward reading, history
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